
Unit: 4 

Grade Level: 9 
Unit Name: The Cold War 1945-1991  
Pacing 5 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
9-12.AH.1.CC.A Create and use tools to 
analyze a chronological sequence of 
related events in United States’ history. 
 
 
 
 
9-12.AH.1.CC.B   Explain connections 
among historical context and peoples’ 
perspectives at the time in United States’ 
history 
 
 
 
 
9-12.AH.1.CC.D Using an inquiry lens, 
develop compelling questions about 
United States history post c. 1870 to 
determine helpful resources 
and consider multiple points of views 
represented in the resources. 
 
 
9-12.AH.1.G.A Create and use maps and 
other graphic representations in order 
to explain relationships and reveal patterns 
or trends in United 
States’ history c. 1870-2010. 
 
 
9-12.AH.5.CC.A Describe the causes, 

Learning Targets: 
I will create a timeline to analyze several 
events related to the Cold War 
 
 
 
 
 
I will explain how the Cold War started and 
examine primary documents to understand 
people’s mindset of the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I will inquire about the Cold War by 
developing questions and finding 
resources to answer my questions for 
further study. 
 
 
 
I will create and use multiple relevant 
sources of various types of maps, visuals, 
charts, graphs, data, and diagrams related 
to the Cold War to make generalizations 
based on data supported by facts. 
 
 
I will describe and analyze the cause and 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.AH.5.CC.C  Trace changes in military 
strategies and technologies as a response 
to the challenges of the Cold War. 
 
9-12.AH.5.GS.A  Analyze treaties, 
agreements, and international 
organizations to determine their impact on 
world challenges along with national and 
international order.  
 
9-12.AH.5.GS.D  Analyze the motivations 
for and results of changing concepts of the 
federal government in post-Civil War 
America. 
 
9-12.AH.5.G.A   Evaluate the causes and 
consequences of demographic shifts and 
internal migrations. 
 
9-12.AH.5.PC.A Evaluate the effect of the 
internal tensions caused by the Cold War 
on societal groups, organizations, and 
government. 
 
9-12.AH.5.PC.C   Evaluate social reforms 
to determine their impact on the ability of 
individuals and groups to realize the 
promise of American ideals. 

 
 
 



major conflicts, consequences, and 
enduring legacy of the Cold War. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.AH.5.CC.B  Evaluate the responses 
of United States leaders to the challenges 
of global tensions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.AH.5.G.B  Explain how the physical 
and human characteristics of places 

consequences of Soviet tensions in 
Eastern Europe during the Cold War. 
 
 
I will describe and analyze the cause and 
consequences of the Korean War. 
 
I will describe and analyze the cause and 
consequences of the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
 
I will describe and analyze the cause and 
consequences of the Vietnam conflict. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I will evaluate the responses of  President 
Truman-Korean War, Berlin Airlift, NATO, 
UN, Recognition of Israel. 
 
I will evaluate the responses of President 
Eisenhower to the Domino Theory. 
 
I will evaluate the responses of President 
Kennedy to the Bay of Pigs, Cuban Missile 
Crisis, Berlin, and early Vietnam. 
 
I will evaluate the responses of President 
Johnson to the Vietnam conflict. 
 
I will evaluate the responses of President 
Nixon to the end of Vietnam. 
I will explain the significance of Western 
Europe as cultural and political allies 
against communism. 
 

9-12. AH.5.EC.A  Trace the developing 
complexities of the American economy in 
the second half of the twentieth century. 
 
 
9-12. AH.5.EC.B    Compare the role of 
government in economic systems (e.g., 
command vs. market) to explain competing 
world views.   

 
9-12. AH.5.EC.C  Describe the 
consequences, both intended and 
unintended, of government policies to 
improve individual and societal conditions. 



determine their influence on or importance 
to Cold War events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.AH.5.PC.B   Analyze the scientific, 
technological, artistic, intellectual, 
economic, political, and cultural changes 
of the post-war WWII period to determine 
their effect on individuals and groups. 

 

 
I will explain the importance of Cuba’s 
proximity to the United States.  
 
I will explain the perceived importance of 
Korea as a defensive wall against 
communism in Asia. 
 
I will explain the Vietnam-challenges of 
fighting within a civil war in Vietnam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I will analyze the space race and arms 
race during the Cold War era to determine 
its effects on individuals and groups. 
 
I will analyze new science and technology 
and how it contributed to change in the 
U.S.  

Big Ideas: 
The US was the world’s most 
powerful government and tasked 
itself to stop the spread of 
communism at any cost.  The US 
and the Soviet Union would fight this 
war of ideals for decades only to 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
What was the Cold War and how did 
America try to contain the spread of 
Communism? 
 

Vocabulary: 

communism 
Containment 
Iron curtain 
Cold War 
Truman Doctrine 
Marshall Plan 
United Nations 
J. Edgar Hoover 
Joseph McCarthy 



have no clear winner. What conflicts/wars did America fight 
to stop the spread of Communism?  
 
How did science and technology 
advance during this era? 
 

McCarthyism 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
Cuban Missile Crisis 
NASA 
Apollo missions 
Berlin Wall  
Domino theory 
Geneva Accords 
Vietcong 
Tonkin Gulf Resolution 
Tet Offensive 
Vietnamization 
Pentagon papers 
War Powers Act 
Fall of Saigon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


